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Paul description of Epaphroditus’s ministry to him also serves a exemplary function, but it begins with Paul’s statement that he considers it “necessary” to send him back to Philippi.
 In answering the question of why it was necessary, many argue that Paul seeks to forestall potential accusations against Epaphroditus for shortening his mission and abandoning Paul in prison.
 It is possible that the Philippians commissioned him to bring the gift to Paul and to stay and minister to his needs until the outcome of his case was decided (so Michael, 118–19). Paul takes full responsibility for Epaphroditus’s return.
1. He is identified as Paul’s __________________ (Mt 23:8; Acts 9:17), and a ______________ ______________ (4:2-3), and a fellow ______________. He is a ____________________ because they’re facing the same struggle (1:30).
2. He is also a __________________ of the group's envoy. The ______________ and the _________________ were commissioned to carry out the ministry. 
3. He was the group's _____________________. He has (Romans 15:16; Heb 8:2).
4. He is ____________________ to God. (4:18)
5. He ____________________ his life to _____________________ Paul and the Philippians. He did not travel alone, and when he had gotten _______________, Paul sent him home. 
6. He was sick to the point of _________________. He was at __________________ door, or one foot in the grave. 
7. His ________________ nearly cost him his ______________. Paul, thank God, who had _________________ on him as well, so he did not experience ______________ __________. 
8. Remember, _________________ does not mean absence of _______________, but the __________________ to ____________________ in the midst of it. 
9. When they see ___________, they will _________________, because it saves them from ___________________ ___________________. 
10. Paul sets the __________________ by putting the ______________ and ________________ of the Philippians first.
11. Paul, insisting that the Philippians are to ______________ such persons, is __________ him up as an ___________________.
12.  He is one who was __________________, almost to the point of ______________, and put aside all _________________ to __________________ the mission assigned to him.
13. [bookmark: _Hlk218627126]As their representative, Epaphroditus’s _____________ with Paul made up for any _____________________. 
14. Epaphroditus's ____________________ with Paul made up for any ________________________. 
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